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Abstract

This talk will discuss the Buddhist centers of Sopara and Kanheri that flourished around the
beginning of the Common Era on the ancient estuary of the river Ulhas. The two sites will be
presented in relation with each other. In particular, their distinctive patronage base, long-distance
reach, and the role they played in maritime Buddhist networks will be addressed, in order to shed
light on the later phases of Buddhist activity in the region of Konkan.
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